
22nd April 2020   Value: Imagination though Curiosity    

Good afternoon, everyone! 

 

Wow- the weather has been amazing! I hope this is helping at the moment. This morning as I came into school, I took 

a minute to listen to the birds. I couldn’t believe how many I could hear, all chatting to each other in the trees near the 

school. A tiny moment of mindfulness in this busy world that I am less aware of in our normal situation. I was curious 

to think about what they might be chatting about.  

It is has been great to see the children’s positive approach to their Dojo work so far, and I want to thank all of you for 

your support in this.  I hope this newsletter will answer a number of concerns that some families have found stressful, 

and provide updated information for everyone.  

 

Last time I spoke of how all of us are affected by this world-wide pandemic, but each 

person’s situation is so different. As time moves forward and we are at home longer, 

life can become stressful even in a very loving and happy household. The most 

important thing is to recognise that, and the Government have acknowledged this too; 

as such I would like to highlight to you their NHS Every Mind Matters website 

 https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/  

 

It might be worth a look- there is a quiz for you to take and lots of links to   

personalise your approach to taking care of yourself.  

 

                                                 

                                                 

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you will be aware, the 

Government guidance is:  

Schools are to continue to 

remain closed until scientific 

advice states that it is safe to 

open. We know that the current 

advice stands. 

 

The school will remain open for 

children of critical workers’ 

children and some vulnerable 

groups.  

A packed lunch delivery service 

will be in place for them and the 

staffing team, who have kindly 

volunteered a rota. 

Children in receipt of Free School 

Meals have the option to collect 

a packed lunch daily or have a 

weekly hamper. I am able to 

deliver weekly hampers if local to 

stop people have to go out so 

often in line with daily National 

Guidance. Do let me know if you 

would like this to take place for 

you.  

 A DSL will be available at all 

times either on site or remotely.   

I would like to thank all of the 

critical workers for their 

dedication. 

 

Claremont Updates 

Many parents have been in touch to share their preference for the way learning takes place at home and we have listened very carefully. Apologies if 

you have not had a response, I thought again I would reply to all. I have also had to consider the remote workers that are the teachers and what 

they are able to do, whilst they are at home with their families also. I can confirm that from tomorrow Thursday 23rd April all work will be 

uploaded onto the Dojo platform once a day at 08:45am for all year groups. That will be the only upload. This will allow families to organise the 

structure of their day the way they need to for their family. All children’s work will need to be uploaded by 3:30pm in line with the school day for 

the teachers to respond or approve. The amount of work will remain the same as before for each year group i.e. 1 task for EYFS, 2 tasks for KS1 

and 3 tasks for KS2. Do see the Remote Teaching for Learning Protocol Addendum on the website. I can also confirm that Claremont will not be 

providing live video streamed lessons; I know that some parents have requested this and may feel frustrated. We have considered all discussions, 

research and advice and have decided that this approach is not the one we will be using. The government have produced pre-recorded lessons and 

the Claremont team are looking at how they might use pre-recorded lessons starters as well.  

I thought it would be useful to share the latest DfE GUIDANCE April 19th 2020 

For parents 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-

coronavirus-covid-19 

Structuring the day 

Do not worry about trying to maintain a full routine for your child like they had at school. But 

children will feel more comfortable and learn better with a predictable routine to the day, even if this 

is difficult. 

When schools provide children with work they may give you advice on how to structure the day. But 

generally, you should try to make sure that they: 

 get up and go to bed at the same time each day 

 have regular meal times 

 have regular breaks 

 make time to be active - children are used to regular play at lunch and break times 

For schools  

Virtual lessons and live streaming 

There is no expectation that teachers should live stream or provide pre-recorded videos. Schools 

should consider the approaches that best suit the needs of their pupils and staff. 

Teaching from home is different to teaching in the classroom. When making a recording, consider 

what will be in the background. 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe, connect with each other and have fun- very best wishes, and very much looking forward to seeing 

you soon 

Candi Roberts and the amazing Claremont team 

 

Do look out for the Whole School Assemblies on Tuesdays on Dojos. 

Mrs Ball: Feedback 

We are really fortunate that Class Dojo allows for teacher comments on the children’s work. This means they are able to praise the 

children’s efforts and also add some suggestions for improvement for the following piece of work, if they feel it is necessary.  

In school, most of this feedback would be verbal and would take place during the lesson. Teachers would generally mark one piece of 

work in detail a week, outside of the lesson. As they are unable to be with the children, they are going to feedback on one piece of work 

per day for each child.  

Year 5 pupils will have a slightly different approach to feedback, as previously shared this week. 

Final request: it is widely recognised that this is an unprecedented time, teaching is very different, and homes 

are more stressful for various reason. Please can I ask that you also consider that the teaching team are in the 

same situation as you. They are in their own home not their work place. They are remote working, home 

learning with their own children, taking care of themselves and family members- exactly the same as every 

home in the land. We love to take feedback, and we always try hard to respond and accommodate within our 

boundaries. Can I please ask that you are always polite? Sometimes even teachers make genuine mistakes, but 

that is what they are - a mistake. Any correspondence should come via admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk and NOT 

though Dojo. I am exceptionally proud of our team, and I know you share the same views as you often say what 

a fabulous job they are doing.  Many thanks. 

 

Sad News 

It is with a very heavy heart that I have to inform you that Councillor and immediate Past Mayor 

Len Horwood sadly passed away following major heart surgery. Many of you will remember Len 

as a valued member of our Governing Body.  He was also joint Chairman of his local Residents’ 

Association. Len was a much loved member of the Council, friend to many and will be sorely 

missed, especially by Judy, his wife of nearly 50 years. We send his family our very best wishes 

and our thoughts are with them at this time.  

mailto:admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk

